I wanted to talk today about two instances of obedience that I have had to work on and really try hard to treasure and apply the words of the prophets.  These ones are or have been hard for me.

The first has to do with being prepared.  It is so easy to look around at the full grocery stores and gas stations and let the world tell me there’s nothing to worry about.  In a talk given in October 1995, Elder L. Tom Perry talked about the dream that Lehi had regarding the Tree of Life.  He talked about the fruit and how desirable it was.  And the rod of iron that ran to it.  He told of people who followed the iron rod and partook of the fruit and then cast their eyes about to the great and spacious building.  There were all manor of people in it and they were mocking those that partook of the fruit.  Some of those people who had partaken of the fruit fell away and were lost because they listened to the mocking of the people in the building.  Elder Perry says that some of us are listening to those people in the great and spacious building who are telling us to buy more expensive houses and cars and clothes and forget about saving for a rainy day.

Elder Perry quoted President Spencer W Kimball as saying, 

“In reviewing the Lord’s counsel to us on the importance of preparedness, I am impressed with the plainness of the message.  The Savior made it clear that we cannot place sufficient oil in our preparedness lamps by simply avoiding evil.  We must also be anxiously engaged in a positive program of preparation…The Lord will not translate one’s good hopes and desires and intentions into works.  Each of us must do that for himself.” 

 So I can’t just say “Well I think food storage is a great idea.  When we have a bigger house I’ll get on that.”  That’s not how it works.  We need to be using our current means to prepare, not our future imagined means.

Elder Perry gave four key points regarding planning and preparing for the future.  The first is to get an education and to continue with your education throughout your career.  For instance, would you go to a dentist that still used tools from a decade ago?  Or a mechanic for that matter.  Cars are much more complicated now than they were 10 years ago. 

Elder Perry’s second point was to live strictly within our means and save something for a rainy day.  Easier said than done, right?  There is so much stuff to buy.  Every time I turn around there’s a new movie to see or a new video game for the kids.  I love baked goods and it just makes me happy to buy myself a treat at the local bakery.  Now this isn’t a problem as long as I’m also saving for emergencies.  I can’t remember where I read it but somewhere in my research I read the idea of paying into a savings fund at the same time you pay your tithing.  That’s a pretty good idea.  As long as you’re already paying your tithing you might as well throw some money in your saving account.

His third point was to avoid excessive debt.  President J Reuben Clark said that 

“Interest never sleeps nor sickens nor dies….Once in debt, interest is your companion every minute of the day and night;  you cannot shun it or slip away from it,’ you cannot dismiss it;’ it yields neither to entreaties, demands or orders; and whenever you get in its way or cross it’s course or fail to meet its demands, it crushes you.” 

 Yikes.  Interest really sounds scary when put in that light.  “It crushes you.” Now we all know that some debt is necessary and is deemed good.  That’s not what he’s talking about.  He’s talking about getting more house or car or tv or anything than is necessary and making it impossible to save at the same time.

Elder Perry’s fourth point is to acquire and store a reserve of food and supplies.  In a statement from The First Presidency in 2007, they said, 

“ Our Heavenly Father created this beautiful earth, with all its abundance, for our benefit and use.  His purpose is to provide for our needs as we walk in faith and obedience.  He has lovingly commanded us to “prepare every needful thing” so that, should adversity come, we can care for ourselves and our neighbors and support bishops as they care for others. 

 “We encourage members world-wide to prepare for adversity in life by having a basic supply of food and water and some money in savings.  We ask that you be wise as you store food and water and build your savings.  Do not to go extremes; it is not prudent, for example, to go into debt to establish your food storage all at once.  With careful planning, you can, over time, establish a home storage supply and a financial reserve.”   

You can get all sorts of information about starting your food supply at providentliving.org.  I love the counsel not to get crazy.  Just start slow and little by little you’ll build up what you need.  We have started by putting up shelves in our garage and buying two of things we normally buy one of.

Moving on.  In the April 2008 General Conference President Uchtdorf gave a great analogy for obedience.  He told the story of the airplane that was headed to Antarctica.  Unbeknownst to the pilots the coordinates were offset by 2 degrees.  The plane ended up crashing into Mount Erebus and killing all on board.  All because of 2 degrees.  He also talked about teaching new pilots and giving them the following example of how even small decisions can have a major impact.  

“Suppose you were to take off from an airport at the equator, intending to circumnavigate the globe, but your course was off by just one degree.  By the time you returned to the same longitude, how far off course would you be?  A few miles?  A hundred miles?  The answer might surprise you.  An error of only one degree would put you almost 500 miles off course, or one hour of flight for a jet.”  

That’s only one degree.  The point is that even small decisions that we make alter our life in a major way.

One of the quotes I like from President Uchtdorf’s talk is, 

“Remember: the heavens will not be filled with those who never made mistakes but with those who recognized that they were off course and who corrected their ways to get back the light of gospel truth.  The more we treasure the words of the prophets and apply them, the better we will recognize when we are drifting off course—even if only by a matter of a few degrees.”

I can really appreciate this counsel in light of recent events, specifically Prop 8.  How can you think about obedience in this time without talking about Prop 8?  I’m going to try to tell you what a life changing experience this has been for me as I recognized I was a few degrees of course and asked the Lord to help guide me back.  When I first heard about Prop 8 I was not going to participate.  The thing that kept going through my head though is that the Prophet asked us to get involved.  I loved President Hinckley and would have gladly done anything that he asked me to do so why should it be any different for President Monson?  That was my step in the right direction.  I have no reason to distrust President Monson.  He’s been around for years and has never done anything to earn my reproach.  I could probably even say that I love him already because I feel like he’s already proven himself to be a righteous instrument in God’s hands.

That was my first step.  Obedience to the prophet of God.  From there I just tried to keep an open mind.  To listen to what the members of our Ward were offering me as their reasons for participating in Prop 8.  To pray to Heavenly Father to help me understand the issues as they would impact my family, the Church and me. A pivotal change came for me when we had the Sacrament talks on following the Prophet and the joint Priesthood/Relief Society lesson on Prop 8.  I finally started to get why this is so important.  I didn’t understand before how this would impact me personally and more importantly my children.  It saddened me to read that Catholic Charities in Boston had to stop offering adoption services because they wouldn’t place children with gay couples.  It started me thinking about what else could happen should Prop 8 fail and I was ready to get involved.

I like what Elder Dallin H. Oaks has said about tolerance:

Tolerance obviously requires a non-contentious manner of relating toward one another’s differences.  But tolerance does not require abandoning one’s standards or one’s opinions on political or public policy choices.  Tolerance is a way of reacting to diversity, not a command to insulate it from examination.

I think being raised in the Bay Area I got a different idea in my head for what tolerance really is.  I still love all of my friends and I still wish them all the happiness in the world but I don’t want it to come at my or my children’s expense.

So I got my first calling packet and sat down one night with trembling hands and a racing heart and got to work.  What started out as purely being obedient turned into a major testimony building experience.  I’m standing up for what I believe in and I’m following the Prophet’s counsel and it feels really good. I actually felt the Spirit testifying to me that what I was doing was right and good. To go back to Elder Uchtdorf’s point, I had started to go a few degrees off course but now I’m back on track.  Maybe there are those of you out there who still feel the way I felt at the beginning of my Prop 8 journey.  All I have to say is that the Prophet will not lead you astray.  If he’s asking you to do something it is of the greatest importance.  And, Like Moroni said, 

“I would exhort you that ye would ask God, the Eternal Father, in the name of Christ, if these things are not true; and if ye shall ask with a sincere heart, with real intent, having faith in Christ, he will manifest the truth of it unto you by the power of the Holy Ghost.”  

I know that if you will pray with an open mind and a sincere heart you will know that what we have been asked to do is of vital importance.  If you will take a leap of faith and follow His counsel the Sprit will follow and testify to you that what you are doing is good and right and true.  Be it food storage or becoming a political activist or paying your tithing or whatever we are asked to do.  If you are obedient you will feel the Spirit and reap the blessings of that obedience.




